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PRESS RELEASE

OPEN HOUSE LONDON - LOFT APARTMENT, BERMONDSEY EXCHANGE

As part of this year's Open House London event, FORM design architecture will be conducting guided tours of
their recently completed loft apartment at Bermondsey Exchange, 179-181 Bermondsey Street, London SE1.

Tours will be taking place between 10am and 5pm on Sunday 23rd September by advance booking only on 020
7407 3336 (last tour starts at 4.15pm).

THE PROJECT

Located in a Victorian warehouse, the particular industrial character and scale of this loft space had previously
been lost beneath the raised floors, lowered ceilings, and partition walls of a neat but spatially conventional 1990s
apartment fit-out.

Realising that he did not really need two separate bedrooms and that his aspirations for a more relaxed and flexible
Loft-style live/work environment were not being met by the original fit out, the owner approached FORM in 2010 to
see what alterations might be made to better meet his needs.

Lengthy and enjoyable discussion ultimately led to the conclusion that the 1990s fit-out should be stripped out in its
entirety and a more radical approach adopted; the final conclusion of which is perhaps one of the most abstracted
and minimalist domestic projects that FORM has completed to date.

Storage, bathroom and utility functions are all contained within a single sharply-detailed block which appears to
have been ‘parked’ in the corner of the now fully revealed 17m x 6m Loft space. A similarly detailed linear counter
block, supplemented by the the adjacent fridge/freezer and ‘coffee larder’ concealed in the end of the main block,
provides the cooking area.

At one end of the open Loft, a concealed sliding wall allows the sleeping area to be fully enclosed if required. At the
other, a full width counter and shelf provide a work area for the photographer owner. In between, flexible zones for
dining, relaxing, and exercise are accommodated within the open space.

With the exception of the unfinished Pitch Pine plank floor (which appears to be original but was in reality salvaged
from a Welsh Chapel), all surfaces and fittings including the exposed brickwork are finished in white; the crisp ma-
chine-made quality of the solid acrylic finished kitchen and service block interventions setting them apart from the
more hand-made and time-weathered surface textures of the original Industrial building.

Surface finishes within the service block are all in dark grey, accenting the idea of a fruit or jewel-case-like object
with a smooth exterior skin contrasting with a darker more sensual core.

Removal of the 1990's sub-divisions allows shafts of sunlight from the newly-exposed windows in the South and
West walls to animate the space and to supplement the softer light from the almost fully glazed North wall which
faces the courtyard of the building.
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Programmable latest technology low energy LED lighting has been used throughout, allowing 1 Bermondsey Exchange
different settings for a range of activities (work / gym / cleaning / watching TV) at the touch of a 179-181 Bermondsey Street
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For more information, please contact Mike Neale at FORM design architecture
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About FORM design architecture

FORM design architecture is an RIBA Chartered Architects practice based in London SE1. The practice offers a
comprehensive range of services from feasibility and development analysis, through to full architectural/lead
consultant roles and also interior design/space planning.

Individual solutions are developed for clients which are an intelligent, inventive and sustainable response to the
complex matrix of issues that shapes each project. Solutions with a lucidity and apparent simplicity which belie
their underlying complexity.

Listening, analysis, discussion and clarification are at the heart of an inclusive approach that recognises the fact
that some of the best ideas are generated in the space between people rather than by individuals.

For more see: www.form-architecture.co.uk

FORM design architecture
1 Bermondsey Exchange
179-181 Bermondsey Street
London SE1 3UW

+44 (0) 20 7407 3336
+44 (0) 20 7407 3340
info@form-architecture.co.uk

0009

www.form-architecture.co.uk



